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A Selection of Tunes from the Collections held in the Wighton Centre, Dundee.

The Wighton Centre in Dundee Central Library holds a fascinating collection of
printed andmanuscriptmusic from the 17 century throughto the present

day. Created in 2@to make available to the public the music bod&ser 620
bound volumesamassed by city merchant Andrew Wight@d804 ¢ 1866), the
Centre has been gifted several other significant collections since then. # 201
Friends of the Wighton, a charity set up to promote and encourage use of the
Centre, purchased at auction the music books of accordionist Jimmy Shand
senior, who had had a lively interest in the historical tunes of Scotland as well
as the dance band reptaire for which he was known.

The following selection of tunes is a sample of the ricdwgainedin these
books There are tunes written for the landed gentry of the"k®ntury, there
are tunes with titles using words unfamiliar to us today, there@anace tunes
and sad tunes and song tunes adapted for the fiddle. There are tunes about
places near to us in Dundee, and there are tunes fatiner parts of Scotland
andmuch further awayAlong with each tune is included a little bit of social
history, ard transcribed versions of all the tunes here are in an appendix.

There are thousands more tunes sitting waiting to be played irbthaks of
Wighton Centre; if you like these ones, please come along to Dundee Central
LibraryandF AY R &2YS Y2 NBX



William C. Honeymam he Strathspey, Reshd Hornpipelutor (1898) p.43
Staten Island

William Honeyman (184§1919 wasborn in New Zealand of Scottish parents

and moved back to Scotland while still a chid.a young man,enworked in

Edinburgh as a musician, leading the orchestra at Leith Theatre and touring

with a theatrical company. Hiaen joined the staff ofhe Peop S4 Q CNA Sy R
TKS t S2 L)X S dHandedirl87RIYridér thé pseudonym James

McGovan hevas theauthor of a popular detective series. He settled in

Newport, Fife and is buried in Tayport cemetery.

Staten Island is a borough of New York City, onéefdestinations of many
Irish and Scots immigrants in the second half of th& déntury.
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STATEN ISLAND, OR BURNS’ HORNPIPE,
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ColonelDavidBalfour,AncientOrkney Melodie§1885), appendix
Unnamed XXXIII

David Balfour (181-87) was trained as a solicitor, but in 184Berited the
bulk of his greatincle John's wealtand property on Shapinsay on Orknélg
at once engaged David Bryce to enlarge and remodel his grandfather's modest



house, Cliffdale, as a much larger and grander Baronial mansion, which he

renamed BalfouCastle. He went on to remodel the agricultural landscape of

Shapinsay on a scale his grandfather would have admired but could not afford.
I { F gedeldibawas the onemost influenced by the writings of Sir Walter

Scott(1771¢ 1832) and Scott's romatic celebration of Scottish traditions was

reflected not just in the architecture of Balfour Castle, butalsoinf ¥ 2 dzNI2 a

published collections of Orkney traditions and melodies.

Balfour collected several tunes which for some reason he could not mame

this is one oB5includedon the backpagesof Ancient Orkney Melodies

XXXIII.
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Jamedswald A CuriousCollection o5cots Tunefd 740),p.5
LT SQSNJ &S R2 ¢Sttt AGQa | 62y RSNJ

James Oswald (17X01769) moved fronCrail inthe East Neuk of Fife to
Dunfermline, therto Edinburghthen to London He had arery successful

career as a cellist, composer and publiskerd was appointed chamber
composer to King George Il in 1761.

LT SQSNJ &S Ridsas®is songidatifgfronh thecedrly BRStNY
about a young man who was down on his luck theceived a.etter of

Marque from the Crown which enabled him to make his living by government
sanctioned piracy.

'‘When | was a young lady fortune was bad

if e'er | do well 'tis a wonder

| spent all my means

On whores, bawds, and queans;

Then | got a commission to plundgiScots Musical Museum Vol. 4)
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WilliamMcGibbon A Collection of Scots Tur{@g42),p.20
Jockie blyth & gay

William McGibbor(1690¢ 1756)was one of the most saessful fiddler

composers of the early ¥8entury,probably born in Glasgow arsettling in

Edinburgh in the 1720s after possibly travelling to Italy in his youth. He was

f SFRSNI 2F (KS 9RAYOdzZNHK adzaAOFf {20AS
well as makingnusicalarrangements of Scottish folk tunes

Jockie Blyth & gaig a song from the 1% century which McGibbon arranges for
fiddle and cello/harpsichordt is dso known a®3lythe Jocky, youreand gayx

Blythe Jocky young and gay, is allmesrt's delight,
He's all my talk by day, and all my dreams by night.
If from the lad, | be,
‘Tis winter then with me,
But when he tarries here,
‘Tis summer all the year.

(Scots Musical Museum Vol.1)




William McGibbon ACollection of Scots Tun@s’42),p.16
Good Night andsod be we you &

A song related to the weknown Parting Glasghis tune fits the older words
GgKAOK RIFGS FNRY | ONRBFRAARS Llzof A3aKSR

Now come is my departing time,

And here | may no longer stay,

There is no kind comrade of mine

But will desire | were away.

But if that time will me permit,

Which from ypur Company doth call,
And me inforceth for to flit,

Good Night, and GOD be with you all.




Angus Cumming Collection of Strathspey or Old Highland R@&180),p.15
[ dZNB Q& wSStf

Angus Cummingd.1779)was fromGrantown in Strathspey. The tuneshis
collection reflect the repertoire of the Central Highlands fiddler.

He was the piper and fiddler for Sir James Grant of Grant. The Cumming or
Cumine family had a long history as hereditary pipers and fiddlers for the lairds
of Grant. William! dzY YA y 3 Qa ¢?) fghididsecuredthraugh3heJ

iconic Richard Waitull-length 1714 portrait now hanging in the National
Museum in Edinburgh. Angus himself took part in Jaeobite rebellion of

1745. In July 1770 his young son, John Cumming seat by James Grant of

DN} yid G2 0S aFAYAaKSRE Fa | LIALISNI G
Skye. The chief paid for his tuition, board and lodging and other expenses for a
period of four and a quarter years, in order to encourage the fipgsng in
Strathspey upon his return.

Since 2014, an annual festival held in Grantairhe Fiddler of Strathspey
Festivak; celebrates the work and life of the Cumming family, especially Angus
Cumming.

The Lurg is a pool on the river Spear Granbwn popular for salmon fishing,
and also the name of an area near Nethy Bridge 10 miles from Grantown.
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William McGibbonA Collection of Scots Tun@sg42), p.7
Bonny Dundee

Bonny Dundedsa/ 2 1 KSNJ dzyS FTNRY aODAOGO2YQa AY
tunes.Bonny Dunde&s an old tune from the Tcentury, appearing a&dew,

Dundeen the Skene manuscript of 36, obviouslyeferring to the town (now

city) of Dundee. In 1825 Walter Scott wrdyeics to a version of the tune to

celebrate the life of the Royalist commandehn Graham of Claverhouse,
ViscountDundee, 1648 1689 (who was nicknamed "Bonnie Dundee").
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William McGibbon,A Collection of Scots Turn(@sd.), p.24
TheFourteen of October

In 1600KingJames VI decreed that Scotland should adopt the Gregorian

calendar used in continental Europe (England did not adopt it until 1752!) and
sothef O2fiHRa Q. mm Rl &a FyR 3IFAYSR &a2yvys$s 02
set day in the yearly calendar. For exampéer the calendar changéhe

Feast ofSt. Crispinpatron saint of shoemakers, was celebrated on October

14" in Scotland and October #5n England (but when the British Isiaié

assumed the same dating systemis@in moved to the 28 October in all

countries).So this tune was written for the Scottighi ® / Ddy,a dayof Q a



celebration whenas a rhyme of the time sai#k2 y (1 KS F2 dzNISSydK
YVSQSNI I SAxutBriding & shé&Makep.)

Rotert Burns used the tune forhissopgS 32 Ra&a> ¢l a { GNBLK2Y

Daniel Dow20 Minuets and 1®eelq1779), p.29
Bridge of Perth

Perth Bridge (also known as Smeaton's Bridge, after its engineer) spans the
River Tay as it flows through the city of Pedbnnectingthe oldest part of

Perth, on the western side of the river, to Bridgend, on its eastern side.
Nowadaygshe bridgeis aCategory A listed structure.

The bridge was completed in October 1771; however, its plague states the
year in which construction began, 1766, as its "built" date. It was funded by
Thomas Hay9™ Earl of Kinnoull, the government, and public subscription.
Three years after its construction the bridge was put to the test when in
February 1774, during a quick thaw, broken ice became wedged under the
arches and created a natural dam. Large sectiori®eath, including both

Inches, were flooded. The bridge, however, stood firm. The bridge has survived
many subsequent floods, and marks documenting these levels are visible on
one of its piers.



Daniel Dow(1732-1783)wasfrom Kirkmichael ilPerthshire although he
made his career as a musician in Edinburgh. He is also known as the compiler
of A collection of Ancient Scots Mugi@76).

Robert RossA Choice Collection of Scots Reels, or Country Dances &
{ 0N O K&rsyY,»a X
Bung Your Eye

¢KS GSN)Y Wodzyd &2dzNJ S&eSQ YSlIya (2 WaKc
bung or cork used to stopper a hole in a caite phraséddzy’ 3 & 2 dzNJ S& S Q

alsoone of theeuphemisns¥ 2 NJ A Y 6 I -m@&yWI3] IRD Kl yPRa GAINR K
ginbeing, asAndrewKdnt a4 1Sa Ay KAa 2y#AyS AGCAR
alcoholic beverage the English populace nearly drowned in during thd &fid

centuryQ

Ay SEOSaa 2F 3AAYy gAff WaKdzi oodzy3o & 2 d:

The tuneBung your Eyis foundin the Bodleian MSrom 1740 and islsoin A
Collection of the Newest Country Dances Performed in Scqidotidhed in
Edinburghby Young,in 1740. Another early dance version appears in John
W2 Ky &LBRoy&)Zollection of 200 Favourite Country Dances,lyalhith was
published inLondonin 1744 Here the tune is calleBung Her Eye



Robert Ros@&d. 1808wasan Edinburghmusician andnusicseller. An

advertisement of7'" June 176%as Robert Ross offerinjew Music Just

published and to be had at thHeouse of Mr. Ros#layhouse Close

Cannongate Two favourite airs sung by Mr. Tenducci in the Royal Shepherd
viz&Coming through the Broom &andd¢ KN Q KSI @Sy Q&% 322 R |
At the same place Musick copied in the most correct mann@On 31

Janwary 1770RobertRoss opened a music shop at the back of the Fountain

Well, where he carried on business until 1785, when he moveddayarshop

Fd GKS KSIR 2F /I NNUzo 6 SNR& HedilinS @ ¢ K
1808.Hiscollectionof reels anccountry dancesvas published in 1780

Neil StewartA Collection of Minuet§ossibly 178)) p.93
[ F Reé ! dadzadl 1 8Q&a aAydzSi

Lady Augusta Hay was born 28" April 1766 the daughter of James Hal5"
Earl of Errol and Isabella Carr. She married George B8\igarl of Glasgow
on 8" March 1788anddied on23 July 1822 athe ageof 56.

A formal minuet always opened the proceedings at any Assembly or ball held
in publicandprivate venues around Scotland in the late 18th century and early
19" century. Perhaps this minuet was written for Lady Augusta Hay on the
occasion of a gathering aer family home, Callendar House in Falkirk.



Neil Stewari{1730¢ c.1815 was amusicpublisher andnusicalinstrument

seller. He publishedseveral collections of music, among thénCollection of

0KS bS¢Sald g .Sal wSSta mi17612ABglectNE 5 y (
Collection of Scots, English, Irish & Foreign Airs, Jiggs & Marches with some of
0KS ySgSaid 9 a2 ahdidndAsaceny Callectidn ovBS £ & X
a | NOK S th 17950Hex{sopublished a great number of collectioby

other fiddlers, such aBaniel Dow, Alexander MacGlashan, William Marshall

and someof the GowfamilyQ & S I Nih E765he& midved from Edinburgh to
Newcastle to teach dancing, but returned to Edinburghii@3andset up a
dancingschoolthere with a Mr. McLean as his partnethis lasted only two

years after whiciNeil Stewartradedas a publisheunder the nameN.

Stewart & Coor N. & M. Stewartuntil his death around 1815.

Mr. Schetky, who wrotéady Augza (i Miiét, wasJohann Georg Christoph
Schetkya German cellist and composér737¢ 1824). His fatheihad beema
court official and musician ithe HesseADarmstadtregion of Germangnd
Schetky Junidoecame principal cellist in thBarmstadt court orclstrain

1758, receiving instruction in composition and in cello. Afterkingin
Hamburg (176869),the youngSchetkywent to London in 1772, then settled
in Edinburgh, where he was principal cellistteg EdinburghMusical Society.
He married Maria Anna Teresa Reinagle, sister of Alexander Reiaagteer
continentalmusicianliving in Scotland

Schetkyplayed a prominent role in Edinburgh musical life, winning distinction
as a composer for his chamber music, which included Bgstiuartets, 6 string
trios, 6 duos for Violin and Cello, 6 sonatas for Cello and Bass, harpsichord
sonatas, and songs. He also composedmnies cello conceitand vocal
pieces.

Hismost famoussonwasJohn George Schetky (b. Edinbutdt’6; d.
Philacklphia, 1831Wwho was the second of 11 childreme emigrated to
America in 178&Andwas naturalized in Philadelphia 1806 appeaingas a
cellist in Philadelphia andecominginvolved inthe music publishing business.



John BowieA Collection of Strathspey Reels & Country Dance$16189),p.6
The Green Shades of Gask

John Bowie livednd workedin the Perthareaand dedicated hi€ollection of
Strathspey Reels and Country Dartoethe Right Honourable Catess of
Kinnoul who lived at Duplin Castle, just outside Perth. Gask House was
anotherPerthshiresocietyresidence the homeof the Oliphant family

Lady Carolia Oliphant(1766¢ 1845)as LadyNairne (her married name)
wrote the words to many Scots songs.



Contemporary engravings of the time show Gask House surrounded by trees,
which weretherefore probably the Greerghades, although an old Roman road
running nearby could have given rise to shafigssts)of another knd!

This tune travelled with emigrants ®dmericg and it is known to Cape Breton
fiddlers aghe Green Shades of Gasqu&asque is a town in southern Alabama,
so maybethis is really an old American tung(8r perhaps along the way the
namewasfrenchfied from Gask to Gasque.

The Green Shades of (v’.:.ﬂ\‘ » |
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John PringleA Collection of Reels, Strathspeys & (i§81), p.18
Lament for Lord Ballenden

John Pringléc. 1770- 1807)was born in theScottishBorders, and this extract
from Wransactions of the Hawidkcheological Socie@March1863)tells us
much about his life

The halibrothers, John Howison and John Pringle, were professional musicians,
distinguished far beyond their immediate neighbourhood as players, singers,
and composers, their servicesHtgein constant requisition at the balls, merry
makings, and private parties which, towards the close of the late and beginning
of the present century, formed so marked a feature in the social life of town
and country throughout the Border. Howison died panatively young, and at

his funeral, which was numerously attended, after the coffin had been lowered
into the grave, his stepfather reverently uncovered his head, and with simple
brevity pronounced his eulogy by saying, "Here lies the master of musece' T
can be no doubt that John Pringle would be indebted to his brother for
rudimentary instruction in music, and he proved himself an apt scholar, as he
soon equalled if he did not fairly outrival him. He is understood to have been a
more finished playesind more extensive composer than his brother, and his
fame in both capacities has bruited abroad throughout the length and breadth
of the borders. He at one time published a collection of from fifty to sixty
original airs (one copy of which is known tosti#f in the town), with such local
titles as "Fertish Hill," "Ruberslaw," "Minto House," "The Ettrick Shepherd,"
"Betty Howison's Favourite," and the once universally popular but now almost
forgotten nursery air of "Dance to your Daddy, my bonny Bable/ws$ often
professionally engaged at Minto House, where his abilities were fully
appreciated; and when Lord Minto was appointed Govefaeneral of India,

he paid John Pringle the tribute of taking him out with him to act as leader of
the Assembly's banat Calcutta, where he died not very long after his arrival.

The Lord Ballenden whose pathetically slow lament this is could either have
been the §' Lord, John, who diethsolventin 1796 aged 45, or hisclethe 6"
Lord, Robert, who died in 1797 agé8. TheBallenderfamily owned the
Broughton area of Edinburghthe 7" Lord Ballenden became through
marriage the 8 Earl of Roxburgh, holding significant power then in the
Borders as well.



\

" A Lament for Lord Ballenden.
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John PringleA Collection of Reels, Strathspeys & (1i§61),p.1
Tiviot Banks

AnothertuneF N2 Y W2 Ky t NAy3IfSQa /2tftSOGAz2y=Z
the area from which Pringle camehe River Teviot (ian alternative 19

century spelling Tiviot) runs through Hawick and Roxburgh before joining the
River Tweed south west of Kelso.

TiViOt Banks. = by John Pringle
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Angus Cumming? Collection of Strathspey or Old Highland R@&180),p.10
The Sport or Sanriar abhog a Fiannach

In all the collections published in Englishidg 18" and 19" centuryHighland

musicians (either Highland by birth or Highlapased), the blingual titles

bear no relation to each other in meanir@ften the titles are descriptive (as in

t FGNRO| adlkOS 2G/AFEKRINEY | Yy Qa { 2yidBGaRENI I G GN
Maol Donaidlin which casehe transcriber is giving the reader tipeirposeof

the song, nota direct translation of its Gaelitle.

The Sporis a themeand-variationtype tune which is found in other

publicationsof the time¢ the sport possibly being how exciting your variations

could get.



Its Gaelic title may be a terrible spellinggoQ I Yy NA I NI OHM&K | C
sewing/pleasing of Fiannach, the warriagany Gaeliceadersfeel free to
comment

. -
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William C. Honeymari,he Strathspey, Reel and Hornpipe T(t808), p.14
Haugts of Cromdale

Angus Cummind) Collection o$trathspey or Old Highland Re@380), p.15
|  dZ3AKQAa 2F / NRYRI S

A battle took place on 30 April 1690, in which a Jacobite fagpporting the
return of the Roman Catholic Stuart dynasty to the Brittslohe, was routed
on the low groundthe haughs) at Cromdale in Morayshire by government
forces. James Hodd770¢ 1835) a writer known aghe Ettrick shepherd,
wrote a song about the defeat which became very popular. But then an
unknownwriter, unhappywith the story of a battldost, added an exaggerated
description ofJanes Graham, sLMarquess oMontrose's1645victory over

the Covenanters at Auldeafnear Nair). Despite the muddled history and the
fact that Montrosehimselfhad been dead for 40 yes before tle 1690battle

at Cromdale, tis more upbeatversion of theballadbecamepopular, andthe
tune was often used by marchitjghland regimers.

We were in bed, sir, every man
When the English host upon us c@m
A bloody battle then began

Upon the haughs of Cromdale.



The English horse they were so rude,
They bath'd tleir hoofs in highland blood,
But our brave clans, they boldly stood
Upon the haughs of Cromdale.

hdzNJ aSO2y R OSNBAZ2Y 2F (GKAA GdzyS 0O2YSa
1780,from a world where fiddlers didot have to worry about which way their

bows were going (up or down) and where the accompanying bass players had
a very easy life!




William C. Honeymaiff,he Strathspey, Reel and Hornpipe T@t898),p.34
Dunnottar Castle

DunnottarCastle is one of the most spectaculgolaced castles in Scotland.

On the east coast, about 1.5 miles from Stonehavdpictishbuilding first

stood on the promontory in the'8century. The Vikings attacked the building
that stoodthere in the 9' century, William Wallace besiegetie castlein 1297
while it was held by English troops,the 14th century the Tower House was
added onby Sir William Keitrandthe Scottishcrown jewels were hidden from
Cromwell and his troopsiit in the 1650s

After the 1715 Jacobite rebellion, the castle was sold by the Government (Earl
al NARAaOKIFf KI@Ay3d qgadwas dloveditdi@l intfuid.a A y 3 Q
In 1925the Castle was bought by the Pearson faraitg the 1stViscountess,

Lady Cowdray began a programaof urgently needed restoratianTheCastle

is now operto the public.




William McGibbonA Collection of Scots Tun@s42) p.19
When she came ben

N

h | 9b &4KS OFYQ o0Sy &aKS 62060SR FdzQ f I ¢
h 6KSYy aKS OFYQ 6Sy &4KS 0200SR FdzQ f I ¢
l YR gKSYy a4KS OIFYQ o0Sys> aKS (AaaQR [/ 20]
l'yYR aéyS RSYASR aKS RAR Al Fd F Qo

And was na Cockpen rigsdaucy with a',
And was na Cockpen right saucy with a’,
In leaving the dochter of a lord,

And kissin a Collidassie an' a'.

O never look down, my lassie at a',

O never look down, my lassie at a';

Thy lips are as sweet and thy figure compleat,
As thefinest dame in castle or ha'.

Tho' thou has nae silk and holland sae sma,
Tho' thou has nae silk and Holland sae sma,
Thy coat and thy sark are thy ain handywark
And Lady Jean was never sae braw.

The aboveiw2 0 SNII . dzZNyaQ wmT pH ODSNEAZ2Y 2F (K
about a rich man seducing a servant gi#timetoo was a long time coming!

Lady NairngCaroline Oliphantyrote another version in 181@vith the

servant girl playing a much more active role

¢19 [!Lw5 2Q /201LSY:T KSQa LINRdzZR | yR ¢
|l A4 YAYR Aa GFQSYy dzLJ 6AQ G(GKAYy3Iad 2Q GKS
He wanted a wife, his braw house to keep;

Ldzi FLE@2dzN) 6AQ 622AYQ gl a FlaKA2dza G2

Down by the dykeside a lady did dwell;
AthistableK S R KS {(dKdlde@iK (i & K
alO/ fAaKQa | S RIdaKISSND 2
I LSyyAiftSaa tlaa o6AQ |

SQ
Q / fl OSNA
fly3d LISRAINBSOD



| A4 6A3 6Fa 6SSt LRAdZIKSNRR yR & 3FdzR¢
His waistcoat was white, his coat it was blue;

He put on a ring, a sword, and cocked hat,

Andwhacouldrefuse® [ FANR 6AQ I Q GKIF GH

He took the grey mare, and rade cannily,

' YR NI LILISR 0 -HKIKS [BSIYI 2Q /Il OSNA

WpIFS §(Sft aAraidNBaatwSly G2 02YS &aLISSRI
{KSQ&a ¢FyGSR G2 aLlSIF]1 42 0GKS [FANR 20
ahAaliNBaa WS gldegflowerwiie: 1 Ay Q G KS

WIyR ¢KIFIG oNARy3Ia GKS [ AN ﬁ Fd arao | f7

She put aff her apron and on her silk goun,
| SNJ Ydzi OK GAQ NBR NARO6O62YA YR 3SR | ¢

l YR gKSYy a4KS OFYQ 0Sy KS 026SR FdzQ f 2¢
And what was his errand he soon let her know.
Amazedwasi KS [ ANR ¢6KSyt 6KS fFReé &4FAR Wbl
' YR g AandaO ENIREKE & KS (dzZNYy QR | ¢

5dzy¥2dzy RSNDR gl & KST odzi yI'S aA3IK RAR
He mounted his mare, and rade cannily;

And aften he thought as he gaed through the glen,

W{KSQa RIFTO (22 OIBHIBEQ GKS [FANR 2Q /

And now that the Laird his exit had made,

Mistress Jean she reflected on what she had said;
QhKZ F2NJ +FyS LQft 3ISG o6SGGSN J
L ¢la& RIFO G2 NBFdzaS GKS [ |

Next time that the Laird and the lady were seen,

They wee gaun armin-arm to the kirk on the green;
b2g &KS aAda Aappitters Kl Q f
.dzi Fa &8S4 OKSNBQa yI'S OK

The melodyisthought to befrom the earlymid 1600s and a copy of it is found
written out for the lute in the Balcarres Manuscript 1690



The tuneis sometimesperformed with variations attributed to the Irish harpist
¢ dzNI 2 dz3 K (167Qq1V3R)R f | v

Daniel Dow20 Minuets and 16 Reg|$775),p. 12
Mrs. Oswald of Dunnikeers Minuet

TheOswalds of Dunnike#dunnikierwere influential membersn the political
landscape of Fifen the 18th centuryThey were based near Kirkcaldy and both
Janes Oswald Snand James Osvi@ Jnr.were members of Parliament at
Westminster(Junior succeeding Sen). James Junior married Janet Grey, from
Skibo in Sutherland, in 1769, and this minuet is probably dedicated to her.

Dancing was one of the major ways of socialising fotdhded gentryin late

18" century and 19 century Britain. Halls were buil the main towns and
cities to accommodate these assemblies, and the dance industry provided
work for dancing teachers (who, playing the music for the dancing while they



demonstrated the dances, would travel round the country giving lessons) and
also fordance band musicians, who played at the assemblies in the towns and
cities.As well as small gatheriaq her own houseMrs. Oswald probably

went to the Assembly in Edinburgh, which was at that time hekldlilding
situated on the West Bow, a winding street which led from the Grassmarket to
the Lawnmarket.Regular assemblies, or dances, were lwidhe West Bow

for several decades from 1710. The first assemblies were organised for profit,
but they soon came under the direction of a company of philanthropic and
titled ladies, the Lady Directresses, with the proceeds going to clegifiatry
instance towards the foundingféhe Royal Infirmary in 1729.

Shiny newAssembly Roomsere openedn George Streetn 11" January

1787, the first eventheld therebeingthe Caledonian Hunt Ball. iBtbuilding

was funded by public subscriptiandcost over £6,0001s prominent siteat

the centre of George Street, in the centre of the recently established New
Town, was donated by the town council.




John Pringle, A Collection of Reels, Strathspeys & 1i§61),p.5
Missa I Of I OKt I yQa wSSt

Sadly, like many of thenspecified¥ eésse$bf the dance tune dedications of
the time, nothing is known dhe Miss Maclachlafor whomJohn Pringle
wrote this tune Shehas a good tuneledicated to hethough!

Miss Maclachlan’s Reel. by John Pringle.
' ;h ;
— P
2
pra e -T-'P_F : G :
¥
.
. ] = ;.7"' ! : . L ] H
I I y ' .

John BowieA Colletion of Strathspey Reels & Country Danceg¥189),
ahaa aO[ !l dOKflyQa wSSt

Another untraceable Miss Maclachlan/McLauchlan, this presumablyfrom
the Perth areasince that was where John Bowie was based.

This tune uses a string technique calssdrdatura (Italian for "mistuning"),
meaning that thestringed instruments tuneddifferently from its standard
tuning, allowing for special effects or unusual chords or timba@dhelping
make certain passagessier to play.

In the written music, lhe finger positios arenotated as ithe instrumentis
beingplayed in regular tunindyut the actual pitch resulting is altereth(s is
calledscordatura notation).



LYy aAda aO[ | dzOK 8RN oRne Wdédschangedt& dza dzl f
I S Q| gfwiBgAr@instrumentmore resonance when playing in the key of A.

A Collection by &oung ladypublished by Urbani & Listqt804) p.26
Mrs. Blair of Merchiston

In the late18" century Edinburgh became known #hens of the Nortdne
of the great cities of the Enlightenment. Many of the advances made in the
understanding of how the world worked and thought began amongst

9 RA Y 0 deNA@At&KzEsDavid Hume, James Hutton, Joseph Bladikon
Rutherford, Robert Adam, James Waitd Adam Smitlwere some of the great
thinkers and scientists living in Edinburgh at that time.

Mrs. Blair of Merchiston was the wife of one such grodmneaking scholaer
husbandProfessorRobert Blair FRSE (174&8828) was a Scottish astronomer
who, amongst other scientific discoveriasyénted the aplanatic lens (helping
correct spherical aberration) and experimented with hollow lenses.



Robert Blaiwas born in @rvald, East Lothian, the son of Rev Archibald Blair,
the local minister. In 1773 he was apprenticed to Dr Francis Balfour, a naval
surgeon, and served in the Royal Navy in the West Indies. On return to
Scotland he studied medicine at the University ohlBdrgh and qualified as a
doctor in 1785Hewas the first Regius Professor of Astronomy at the
University of Edinburgh (1785 untilsdeath)andwas elected a Fellow of the
Royal Society of Edinburgh in 178ir bought Merchiston Tower as a family
home in 1785 and lived there till 1805, when he and his family moved to
Westlock in Berwickshire.

The Young Lady who composed this tune would not be named because it was
unseemly for women to have their work published at this time! However, the

Gow familyy Of dZRSR &S@OSNI f GdzySa Ay GKSANI O:
and did name at least one of their female contributqmsirs. Robertson of

Ladykirk, whowrot@ A 4 & W2 Ky a2y 2andthed®eniicksfifel f f Qa

+ 2 f dzy 0 S S MwaMAichwhdzsdidndlyipablished in the early 1800s.

Pietro Urbani (b Milan, 1749d Dublin, 1816) was the musical half of the
business partnership Urbani and Liston. He was an Italian singer, composer and
impresario. Having obtained a MusD from the University of Milanravelled

to London in search of work. He worked in London, Glasgow and Dublin before
settling in Edinburgh in 1784.

In Edinburgh he sang at the Musical Society concerts in St Cecilia's Hall,
published six volumes of Scottish songs (includmginal songs of his own),

ran a music shop and publishing house with Edward Liston at 10 Princes Street
from 1795, wrote a singing instruction manual, and unfortunately lost a lot of
money staging Handel's oratorios. Around 1808 he returned to Dublin,
destitute, and died there in 1816.






John Bowie,A Collection of Strathspey Reels & Country Danc€d #9),
p.23
Lee Mills

Wee Mill€may well have beev2 Ky . irkegeitiBgBpelling of thelace
namedLeysmill, neaFriockheim in Angus. Leysmill Quarry wasadstone
guarry¢ the stones were used as paving stones, the quarry being in operation
from the 1820sThe area also contains a prehistoric palisaded enclosure at
Leys of Boysack.

Lee Millsthe tune is anothescordaturatune, with similar tuning to thaof
MissMcLauchlan

AngusCummingA Collection of Strathspey or Old Highland R@&180),
p.13
¢CKS /dzYYAYy3aQ wlkyd> 2N wSStt 2F ¢dzf £ 2

This tune probably dates from the end of theéMdentury, withone of the first
documented versiosof it appeamgin the Drummond Castle MS of 1730.
Tulloch is an old village near the pass of Ballater and near the Braes of Mar.

The story goes thain one stormy Sunday, a number of the congregation of
the kirk in Tulloch turned ufor worshipbut the minister, not &pecting



anyone to show up, stayed at home. Afteaiting a bit,some ale was

produced andhe youngfolk started dancingo afiddlerQa | OO02 YLJ YA Y Sy
the tune andthe dancebecameknown as "The Reel of Tullo¢&nother less

alcoholic version suggedfsat a snowstorm delayed thminister and to keep

warm the people began to swing one another and dance treststeps.

¢KS (dzySQa KBS NIy VAgERanDA aftdty dollector,
'y 3dza /| dz¥eNkingivA f@raily in theBadenoch, $athspey, and
Aberdeenshirarea, who by the late ¥6century and all through the 17
century was known for its musical abilitte€ummings serving as hereditary
fiddlers and pipers to Laird Grant of Clan Grant.
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Staten Island or Burns' Hornpipe
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[f e'er ye do well it's a wonder
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Jockie blyth & gay
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Good Night and God be we you a'
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Lurg's Reell
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Bonny Dundee
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The Fourteenth of October

e
1)

b {*

i

—Jye £ &
2 _Hh L ¢

8

|

-
i

| |
35 1
——

—
Il |

bl

)

i

Y
»-
1
1
T

s

=

F
17
14

IAY
T

et

0
-
|

=

—

13

T)
¥

®

bl X
2




Bung your Eye
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Tiviot Banks

by John Pringle
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